T CLASSIFIGARU v N 0 25X1A2g

Approved For Releage 1PA3{09/Fc1 £IQRRES2OI4BYR001800930P84&P no.

INFORMATISRREFORT
COUNTRY Spain _ ‘ ‘ DATE DISTR. 10 September 1948
SUBJECT Statements of Dr. Gregorio MARANON NO. OF PAGES 2
25X1ABa
. OF .
ACQUIRED {?’_g,gg’seﬁﬁ?Ls

DATE oF SUPPLEMENT TO

25X1X6 : REPORT NO.

1. Dr, Gregorio }4ARA§Q’ON, leading S»anish intellectusl, who visited France
in mide-August 1948, told source that he expected the Sprnish exiles to
play a significant part in Spain's future rsglme, He pointed out that
they had acquired a knowledge of world affalrs denied to those irside
Spain under the severe restrictions of the FRANCO regime., Stating that
seventy per cent of the Spanish public, including virtually all of the
gincare well-educated population, favored a return to liberal government,
he warned that the prestige of ‘he exilee would be greatly diminished if
a spirlt of revenge domlnated tiem, )

2. When asked if by a liberal gove:ament he meant the Monarchy, MARANON
replied that many liberals favorsd the Monarchy because they believed that
it had the best chance of gebtiigs the support of the Army. He expected,
however, that the Monarchists, i1ith 1little real strength, would have to
yield to pressure for a more pregressive form of government when after &
few monthe of freedom of the press and of propagenda the popular will
began to assert itsclf, Stating that many persons were fearful of such
a popular reaction, MARANON said that he was not, for his observations
of exile leaders gave him confidence in their temperate judgment.

%, The Aruy, not the Church or the vealthy class, MARARON said, presents the

. chief obstacle to change. He believed, however, that FRANCO's ability %o
corrupt the military men with special privileges had a limit and that the
hostility of outside opinion ani the growlng discontent inside the country
eventually would convince the Jrmy leaders that a change wag necessary, He
felt that the Monarchist-Sociziist conversations would have profound
influence on Army opinion. Tie mere fact that such conversati.ns were
being held signified great progress to him,

4, Without comuitting himself oz the question of legitimacy of republican
claims, MARANON said that he considered 1t wise t0 preserve the organized
exlle groums . - ’

5, Opinion in intellectual eircles in Spain, specifically in the Academia
Espafiola, of which he is a member, was hostile to the regime, according to
MARARON. EHe claimed that the Bishop of Madrid-Alcala, Leopeldo EIJO y
Garay, w 8 the only member »f the Academy in sympathy witl: the FRANCO

STATE - NAVY
ARMY AIR

Becument No.
Ne Change In Class.

Approved For Release 1999‘8“??&

pate: L9/ I-/_'Zd_- By: 209




-

L

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-004534R001800930004-0

25X1A2g

CENIRAL INTHLLIGENCE AGKLCY -

Do

reglue. While eriticizing the attitude of various members of the clergy,
MABANON said thet he belicved that a pronounced evolution was taking place
in their thourht, He dismissed Cardinal SEGURA of Yeville as of no great
importence, but attached great significance to the frankly anti=FRANCO
attitude of Marcelino OLABCHEA, Archbishop of Valencia, He described
Enricue PLA y Deniel, the Primate of Spain, as a "man without character,*
perhens because of his advaneced age,
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